INTRODUCTION
Trauma is a leading cause ofmorbidity and mortality in children.1 Only acute infections cause more morbidity than trauma in childhood. 2 Although femoral fractures account for less than 2% of all orthopaedic injuries in children,3 they have a significant impact not only on the patient and their family network, but also on regional trauma resources.4 '5 The aim ofthis study was therefore to obtain baseline epidemiological data and evaluate the management of patients admitted with a femoral fracture to the Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick Children (RBHSC) fracture unit. We present and discuss our findings.
PATIENTS AND METHODS
We reviewed the charts and radiographs of all admissions to the RBHSC with a femoral fracture over a 12 month period. (sectionbetweenthe proximal and distal femur). The duration oftime to fracture unionwas estimated from the date ofthe initial femoral radiograph taken at the time of injury to the first radiograph demonstrating evidence of bony union.
RESULTS
Overthe 12 month period, 43 patients were admitted to the RBHSC with a femoral fracture. One child sustained a fracture of both femurs during the period of the study but at different times. There was one case of bilateral femoral injuries. This therefore equated to a total of 44 admissions (45 femoral fractures) treated during the time frame of the study. The right femur was affected in 18 cases, the left in 27 cases.
There were 33 male and 11 female admissions (ratio-3:1). Overall age ranged from 5 days -13 years (average, 4.7 years). For males, age ranged from 5 days -13 years (average, 5.1 years) whilst for females the average age was 3.7 years (range, 4 months -12 years). The number ofmales and females in each age group are summarised in Table 1. Figure 1 ). Table 3 summarises the mechanism of injury for males and females in each age group. On evaluating the injury radiographs, 25 fractures affected the mid-shaft portion of the femur with the distal and proximal regions of the femur being involved inl4 and 6 fractures respectively. 
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